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Featured Lesson: הסלע מן  – From the Stone 
A tombstone can yield a lot of 
information beyond the obvious. 
As an example, consider the 
tombstone of R’ Pam, the late 
Rosh Yeshiva of Torah v”Daas. 
Searching www.findagrave.com 
brings up his tombstone and that 
of his parents too. 
 
The information inscribed on those 
three tombstones yields a basic 
family tree. Using the details from 
the tombstones in other databases 
yields more than just the three 
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generations. Searching WWII Draft cards for Rabbi Meyer Pam of Brooklyn 
shows his birthdate in 1879, and his wife’s name, Rachel. Using this information 
in the Ellis Island database, we find his arrival in 1924, and his 1930 Eastern 
District Court of NY naturalization document. That naturalization record lists his 
city of birth as Samietich, which the JewishGen website lists as Siemiatycze, 
Poland.  R’ Meyer married on Aug 15, 1907 in the city of Siedlce, Poland. 
JewishGen also lists his 1920 Lithuanian passport, which records that in 1914 he 
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Tziporah, Wife of Moshe 
 

What’s in a Name –  Know Your Software’s Capabilities: "Arthur יוסף אשר Yossie Kahan-Frankel" 
Jews have been known by various forms of their names. Have you adopted a standard to data-enter name components in 
a consistent manner?  Have you checked that your conventions will export properly to other software platforms?  

1. Everyday Name – does your software allow for 
differentiating between different parts of a 
name?  

2. AKA/Nickname – Are you using the AKA field of 
your software? Does it index and report on AKA 
fields? Does it support multiple AKA entries? 

3. Names Stored in a Note Field can never be 
indexed or reported on by genealogy software. 

4. Hebrew Name – Does your software allow for both 
Hebrew and English names? 

5. Hebrew Name Fact Field – Does your software 
have a way to designate multiple given names? 

Consider creating a custom FACT field to record 
names in the Hebrew language. 

6. Hebrew Name in English – If your software does 
not support Hebrew, create a custom FACT field 
to store the transliterated name (Moshe for משה). 

7. Double Given Name/Surname – record double 
names in a way that allows your software to index 
name components. GEDCOM supports slashes 
(Abraham \David\, where David is the surname). 

8. Names that are Unknown/illegible/in doubt – be 
consistent in how you input this type of detail, and 
know how your software indexes and reports on it. 
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R’ Chaim Kanievski (Limchaseh 
Assik, Exodus 2:18) quotes Tosefos 
HaShalem (Exodus 18:9 #4) that 
Tziporah was a great-
granddaughter of Abraham. 
How? Yisro was the son of 
Midian, listed as the fourth son of 
Abraham by Keturah (Genesis 
25:2). R’ Kanievski also quotes 
Midrash Talpiyos as stating that 
Tziporah was adopted and was 
actually a sister to Basya.  
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left Ezerenai and arrived in 
Kamajai. His ship manifest gives 
Kovno as his last residence. 
Reviewing the tombstone again, 
it indicates that in Europe R’ 
Meyer was a Rabbi and Rosh 
Mesivta in various communities. 
He was also a Rabbi in 
Brownsville, and a Rosh Yeshiva in 
Yeshiva Chaim Berlin. 
 
The tombstone also mentions that 
R’ Meyer’s father-in-law was R’ 
Shimon Dov Analik, Av Beis Din of 
Siedlce. Consulting the Yizkor 
book collection in JewishGen, we 
find a book for Siedlce. 
JewishGen has a translation of 
some of that book, including the 
index, which refers to the Pam 

and his years of life, 1846 – Dec 
26, 1906 (Tevet 9, 5667). That 
would mean his daughter Rachel 
married in the year of aveilus, 
and R’ Shimon Dov did not merit 
walking his daughter to the 
chuppah for her marriage to R’ 
Meyer. 
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Cont. from prev.  page 

family on page 244. That page 
can be found online in the NY 
Public Library (see figure below).  
 
There is a website at www. 
hershfeld.com that has additional 
detail on the Analik family, 
including the name of his spouse , 
as Hena Chayna Davidovich, 

Page from the Siedlce Yizkor Book 
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Book of Jubilees ~ היובלים ספר
The Book of Jubilees: 
 
The Torah is divided into two parts; the 
Written and Oral Law. The Written 
Torah contains 24 books and is 
subdivided into three parts: Torah 
 and Writings ;(נְבִיאִים) Prophets ,(תּוֹרָה)
 According to the Babylonian .(  כְּתוּבִים)
Talmud, Tractate Megillah 7a, the Men 
of the Great Assembly ( הַגְּדוֹלָה כְּנֶסֶת אַנְשֵׁי ) 
canonized the Written Torah during the 
beginning of the Second Temple Era. It 
contains 24 books. The Book of Jubilees 
is not part of the Written Torah, and is in 
fact considered part of the Apocrypha 

– of unknown authorship and of 
doubtful authenticity. The book claims 
to represent a history outlined to 
Moshe by the angels while he was on 
Mount Sinai. The book is broken down 
into Jubilee periods of fifty years each 
(and hence its title) – one chapter per 
Jubilee period. R’ Chaim Kanievski 
does have limited quotes from the 
book in his own work entitled 
Limchaseh Assik (page 16 - 
abbreviated as חורב  .(ס" הי Vol. 11 No. 
21-22 Nissan 5711 (p2) claims that the 
Medrash Tadshe drew upon detail from 
the Book of Jubilees, and R’ Pinchas 
ben Yair may have been the author.  

No Hebrew text was known to have survived 
from the Second Temple era until the 

discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in the 
Qumran Caves of the eastern Judean Desert 

around 1946. 
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GEDCOM Standards 
in Names 

 

GEDCOM 5.5.1 offers 
standards for Names. 

When conforming to the 
GEDCOM standard, names 
can be a maximum of 120 
characters.  

However, no individual 
component can exceed 90 
characters (like the surname 
or given name).  

Other parts, like a nickname 
or a title, cannot exceed 30 
characters. 

The GEDCOM manual 
recommends that Name text 
should not contain commas, 
numbers, special characters 
or anything not considered 
letters or diacritics. 

GEDCOM does support 
Unicode, which allows for 
additional languages like 
Hebrew or Yiddish.  

 

The Women Behind the Men 
Names of 
their Wives 
(according to the 
Book of Jubilees) 

 םשמות נשות השבטי
 למכסה "בספר קנייבסקי ח"ר לפי(

 ) ז"ט עמוד ,שמות פרשת" עתיק

Jacob's 
Children

בני 
יעקב

Ada עדה  
 ראובן Reuben אליורם בת עוי הכנעני: ספר הישר

Adlba'a, the 
Canaanite 

  יבעה
  אדיבה הכנענית: ספר היובלים
  נשא את דינה אחותו: ספר הישר

 ואת בונה הכנענית
Simeon שמעון 

Melka, of the 
daughters of 
Aram, of the 
seed of the sons 
of Terah 

  ענת
מלכה מבנות ארם : ספר היובלים

  מזרע בני תרח
  עדינה בת יובב בן יקטן: ספר הישר

 אותה: לדעת בעלי התוספות

Levi לוי 

Betasu'el, the 
Canaanite 

  בת שוע הכנעני
  )ב:בראשית לח(

 עלית בת שוע: ספר הישר
Judah יהודה 

Hezaqa 
  עזקה

  חזקה: ספר היובלים
  ארידה בת יובב בן יקטן: ספר הישר
 עוזקה: י"במדרש כת

Issachar יששכר

Ni'iman 

  עזני
  עוזני: י"מדרש כת

  נעמה: ספר היובלים
מרושה בת מולד בן : ספר הישר

 אבידע בן מדין

Zebulun זבולן 

Eglah 
  עגלה

אפללת בת חמודן : ספר הישר
 המואבי

Dan דן 

Rasu'u, of 
Mesopotamia 

  צרוייה
  רצויה: י"מדרש כת

  רושה הארמית: ספר היובלים
מרימת בת אמורם בן עוץ : ספר הישר

 בן נחור

Naphtali נפתלי 

Maka 
  מעכה

עוצית בת אמורם בן עוץ : ספר הישר
 בן נחור

Gad גד 

Ijona 

  יונה
  כך מובא בספר היובלים

  ונשמט מרשימה זו, י"מדרש כת
 עדון בת אפלל בן חדד בן :ספר הישר
ואחר מותה נשא את הדורה , ישמעאל

 בת אבימאל בן עבר בן שם

Asher אשר 

Asenath, the 
Egyptian 

  אסנת
, ל היתה בת דינה בת יעקב"לפי חז

 ונולדה משכם בן חמור
Joseph יוסף 

Ijasaka 
  יסכה

מחליא בת ארם בן צובא : ספר הישר
 בן תרח

Benjamin בנימן 

 

Standards 
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